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From Con Brio’s Mission….
Con Brio Choral Society’s purpose is to cultivate choral music of high quality… and to present choral concerts for the general public.
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	About Con Brio
	Con Brio Choral Society’s purpose is to cultivate choral music of high quality.  For this purpose it has organized an auditioned chorus to act under the name of Con Brio, trained to perform a variety of choral works and to present or collaborate in choral concerts for the general public.  The society is non-commercial in its aim, and all funds arising from its activities are devoted to achievement of its purpose.

Formed in 1997, Con Brio is a self-supporting, non-profit corporation.  Funding is received from membership dues, concert ticket sales, program advertisements, donations and grants. An objective of fifty or fewer singing members has been set by the board.
See website www.conbrio.org for further information, lists of past performances, and the Members’ Roster


	Membership
	Membership is obtained by passing a single audition just prior to a singing semester. Members are expected to 1) purchase and learn the music, 2) attend rehearsals and concerts,3) pay annual dues, 4) sell concert program advertisements and tickets, and 5) voluntarily participate to meet the needs of Con Brio. 
FASTNOTES:  Members are notified weekly via email of Con Brio news and the coming week’s rehearsal order. 


	Attendance
	Con Brio members are expected to sing in all concerts and attend all dress rehearsals, except in emergencies.  Check the concert and rehearsal calendar listed on the sheet you receive at rehearsal.  Please inform your section leader if you must be absent for a rehearsal.  Weekly rehearsals are held Tuesday evenings at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 56 Great Hammock Road, Old Saybrook.
 Members are expected to be in their assigned seats (check the seating chart the Director will provide at the rehearsal, as you arrive) at 7:00 p.m. sharp. Please organize your music for singing in the published rehearsal order.  Bring a pencil.  The Music Director may instruct choristers to mark their parts for additions and changes.  Members are responsible for obtaining markings from any missed rehearsals from their peers or section leader.  If a member misses more than three rehearsals in the concert semester, he/she will need to audition the concert pieces to demonstrate the ability to sing her/his part.

	Learning the Music
	Con Brio endeavors to perform good music at a high level of excellence. So, we select music that will be interesting to all, but may be challenging to many.  The accomplished Con Brio member should be able to master all the selections and give an excellent performance if she/he attends all the rehearsals and accepts responsibility for learning the music.  Three ways that may highlight your need for extra work are:
· Individual monitoring: Listen to the others in your section; if they sing the music while you’re still struggling, you need some extra work.
· Group Evaluation: The rehearsal schedule sheets indicate points by which we expect certain pieces to be learned, usually denoted by a “K” on the schedule. Focus on those goals.  Some form of testing, usually double quartets (“DQ”), is used to rapidly expose problems. 

· Missers’ Demonstration:  At this rehearsal, members who have missed more than three rehearsals will demonstrate their mastery of the music.

Help is available!  Visit web sites like http://www.cyberbass.com/ to find practice tracks (“MIDI files”) and learning CDs. If you sense you are behind, or if one of the demonstrations indicates that you are, and you cannot work alone, seek help.  Several members of the group are willing to meet with you to go over notes, make CDs of the parts, or provide whatever help is necessary.  Talk to your section leader.  Occasionally a section leader may call an extra rehearsal if that section is specifically challenged by a piece.



	Finance and Fundraising
	Con Brio is self-supporting. It takes substantial income to support our aggressive concert programs… about $1000 per member.  Members meet this responsibility ;through: :

· Dues: Annual dues are $100.  You are expected to pay dues for the entire year, even if you yourself miss a concert semester.

· Music:  Members purchase the music unless they already own the required edition of a concert work, and tell the librarian before the music is ordered.  The plus is that you can mark it up as much as necessary.  The Con Brio librarian will bulk order the music and tell you your share.

· Ticket Sales:  Members are expected to sell concert tickets.

· Advertisements:  During the Jan-Feb Ad sale campaign, members sell ads to appear in the concert program for a full calendar year (both Spring and Christmas concerts).

· Fundraising:  Con Brio members may make additional contributions to the organization.  They may also encourage friends and relatives to contribute.  All donations are fully tax-deductible.  Contributors are recognized for their support in the concert programs during the year.



	Participation
	Con Brio also needs members to volunteer in a variety of ways to further our programs and contain costs: :

· Serve on Board and committees:  Help direct the workings of the organization.

· Hospitality:  Bring food snacks for the weekly rehearsal breaks and/or post concert receptions.

· Concert Setup:  Set up and take down risers, lighting, the acoustical shell and chairs for concert rehearsals and performances.




	Other Opportunities
	Summer Sings

The annual program of Summer Sings, co-sponsored by Con Brio and Cappella Cantorum, provides an opportunity to enjoy reading through the great choral works.  Summer Sings also offer the experience to work with some nationally and internationally acclaimed conductors.  Summer Sings are held at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 56 Great Hammock Road, Old Saybrook, CT.  Registration takes place between 7:00 and 7:30 PM.  The $8.00 fee covers the cost of the conductors, accompanist and rental of the hall.  Musical scores are usually available (on loan for the evening) for those who do not own them.  All are welcome to Summer Sings – not just members of Con Brio and Cappella Cantorum.


	Tours
	From time to time Con Brio forms an ad hoc tour committee to organize singing tours, usually in May, every other year.  Recent tours have been:

· 2005: Italy: Florence, Venice, Lake Como, Aosta

· 2007: Germany: Berlin, Leipzig, Dresden, Prague
· 2009: Italy: Rome, Naples, Sicily
· 2012: Spain

· 2014: Spain and France


	Concert Attire
	MEN: 

· Black Tuxedo

· White shirt, standard tab collar

· Black Bow Tie

· Black (shined) shoes, black socks

WOMEN: 

· Black Concert Dress

· Black hosiery and black shoes

· Pearl necklace (supplied with dress)

· Small stud pearl earrings (optional)

Please refrain from wearing anything fragrant (perfumes, hair spray, aftershave, etc.) to either concerts or rehearsals. Deodorant/antiperspirant is recommended, however.



	Officers
	President                      John Van Epps
Vice President              Peter Amos
Treasurer                      Tom Meisenzahl
Secretary                      Susan Origlia


	Board of Directors
	Kevin Johnson
Rolf Peterson
Barbara Quinn

Elizabeth Ramirez-Medina

Bob Sjogren (immediate past President)
Wendy Mill




	Music Directors
	       Music Director/Conductor      Stephen D. Bruce, Ph.D.

       Associate Music Director/

                Accompanist                        Sue Saltus



